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Notes from the President 

Bruce Wahl 

bwahl@nvcc.edu 

 

Dear VMATYC members and newsletter readers, 

I hope your spring is off to a good start. It is always rough with the weather here in 

Virginia—we seem to miss a lot of classes for very little snow. I tend to be 

judgmental because I grew up in Minnesota. If we missed school for snow in 

Minnesota as often as Virginia does, I wouldn’t have gone to school from November to March every year! 

Please take a minute to read the articles in this newsletter. You will find information about past conferences 

(the four VMATYC fall regional conferences and the AMATYC annual conference) and future conferences 

(the upcoming VMATYC Annual Conference at VHCC, the VCCS Peer Group Conference, and the 

AMATYC conference). You have a lot of ways to get involved with VMATYC and we hope you do! 

I am excited about the upcoming conference at Virginia Highlands on March 23-24. Paul Nolting is the keynote 

speaker and will hold workshops. We are lucky to get such a renowned national figure to talk to us about math 

anxiety and study skills. We are thankful to Cengage for the support.  

I also expect that we will have lots of talks about the changes in VCCS courses. I look forward to them, as well. 

We are fairly late adopters at my school, so I want to be able to benefit from the lessons that have already been 

learned by you! I will see you in Abingdon in March! 

Bruce Wahl 

 

 

 

2018 VMATYC Conference Information 

Wes Crumpler 

rcrumpler@tcc.edu 

 

You’re invited to the 32nd Annual VMATYC Conference at Virginia Highlands 
Friday, March 23 and Saturday, March 24, 2018 

 

Join us as Virginia Highlands Community College, in Abingdon, VA, will be hosting the 2018 Annual 

Conference of the Virginia Mathematical Association of Two Year Colleges. 

Abingdon is beautifully surrounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains and is located about 135 miles southwest of 

Roanoke.   Abingdon offers many things to do including:  Art, Theatre, History, Scenic Trails, Wineries, 

Breweries, and More!  If you have a chance, take a look at what the area has to offer. 

 

I’m excited to announce that Dr. Paul Nolting will be the keynote speaker at our VMATYC Conference.  As 

math faculty, we are experiencing change in our curriculum, one of which is implementing co-requisite courses.   

Dr. Nolting specializes in test anxiety and co-requisite course design and will blend those topics in his 

keynote.  He will also conduct a pre-conference workshop that teaches how to integrate self-efficacy, test anxiety 

reduction, and math study skills.  So, plan to get to the conference early to attend the workshop.   

 

The pre-conference workshop will begin at 12PM on Friday with other sessions to follow in the afternoon, 

beginning at 2PM.  Dinner will be provided Friday evening beginning around 6:30PM with the keynote speech 

during dinner.  There will be additional sessions 

Saturday morning concluding with the business meeting 

around 12PM where a box lunch will be provided. 

 

mailto:bwahl@nvcc.edu
mailto:rcrumpler@tcc.edu
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VMATYC is looking for presentations, workshops, and roundtables on teaching pedagogies, use of technology 

in the classroom, interesting projects, or something you found valuable that you’d like to share with colleagues.  

Presenter applications must be submitted by March 1 to guarantee a spot on the program.  Applications are now 

available at http://vmatyc.org/spring-2018-conference/presenter-application-form/  

 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION AND FEES 

The conference registration fee is $40 for all VMATYC members or any state AMATYC affiliate member.   

The conference registration fee for any non-

VMATYC member is $65, which includes 

the $25 VMATYC membership fee.  Being 

a VMATYC member entitles you to apply 

for scholarships to attend AMATYC 

conferences as well as the opportunity to 

apply for scholarships for your students.   

Attendees can register online and pay the 

appropriate conference fee and membership 

dues at    http://vmatyc.org/spring-2018-conference/spring-conference-registration/  

 

CONFERENCE HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS 

Rooms have been reserved at two local hotels:  The Comfort Inn and Comfort Suites are both at the per diem 

rate of $99/night with breakfast included at both locations.  Reserve your room by contacting either hotel and 

requesting the “VMATYC” room block.  For taxes in Abingdon, add 12.3% to the per night room rates quoted 

above.  Make your reservations by February 17 to guarantee the above rate. 

 Comfort Inn, 170 Jonesboro Rd., Abingdon, VA 24210         1-276-676-2222 

 Comfort Suites, 1093 Ole Berry Rd., Abingdon, VA 24210   1-276-698-3040 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

For more information regarding the conference, please contact the following VMATYC members: 

 Wes Crumpler, VMATYC President elect, conference chair – rcrumpler@tcc.edu 

 Will Galliher, host side conference coordinator – wgalliher@vhcc.edu 

 Bruce Wahl, VMATYC President – bwahl@nvcc.edu  

 

 

 

 

 

2018 VCCS Stem Peer Group Meeting 

Wes Crumpler 

rcrumpler@tcc.edu 

 

The VCCS has decided to combine science, technology, engineering, and mathematics into a peer group that will 

begin meeting bi-annually in fall 2018.  With this change, our state-wide meetings will be in the fall with the 

VCCS hosting on even years and VMATYC hosting on odd years.  Furthermore, the regional VMATYC 

conferences will meet in the spring beginning in 2019.   

 

The VCCS is working to finalize a location and date for the Fall 2018 VCCS STEM Peer Group Meeting.   

Once complete, the updated information will be disseminated by email.  Please begin thinking about presenting, 

conducting a workshop, or hosting a roundtable.  Crossing disciplines is encouraged, so consider collaborating 

with a colleague from another discipline.  Please look for an additional email soon from the VCCS on the STEM 

Peer Group details including presentation proposals, registration, and hotel information.     

 

 

 

 

http://vmatyc.org/spring-2018-conference/presenter-application-form/
http://vmatyc.org/spring-2018-conference/spring-conference-registration/
mailto:rcrumpler@tcc.edu
mailto:wgalliher@vhcc.edu
mailto:bwahl@nvcc.edu
mailto:rcrumpler@tcc.edu
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Treasurer’s Report 

Sherry Vaughan 

vaughans@tncc.edu 

 

As of January 24, 2018, VMATYC has total assets of $40,691.32  

$18,165.73 in checking 

$ 9,386.81 in savings 

$ 4,563.84 in the Fox scholarship fund 

$ 8,574.94 in an interest bearing CD  

 

Membership fees and donations to the scholarship fund can be paid online 

through PayPal or by check payable to VMATYC and mailed to Thomas 

Nelson Community College addressed to my attention:  Sherry Vaughan.  

(Federal Tax ID:  54-1394373). 

 

 

Membership Report 

Mariko Shimizu 

ShimizuM@tncc.edu 

 

VMATYC has 87 current members as of 1/26/2018.  

Central: 5 members 

Eastern: 37 members 

Northern: 35 members 

Western: 9 members 

Other: 1 member 

 

There is an excel file posted in Blackboard so that every member can check their current membership status, the 

expiration date, and any other pertinent info: 

Log into Blackboard, then go to 

My Organizations 

Mathematics (VMATYC) and Computer Science Peer Group 

On the left hand side in the Course Menu click on    VMATYC Membership 

Find the entry for the most recent posting of  VMATYC Membership 

 

 

VMATYC Executive Board    2017-2019 

 

Bruce Wahl, NVCC 
President 

Susan Evans, WCC 
Past-President 

Wes Crumpler, TCC 

President-Elect 
Sherry Vaughan, TNCC 

Treasurer 

Matthew Watts, TCC 
Recording Secretary 

Mariko Shimizu, TNCC 
Membership Secretary 

Christy Lowery-Carter, SVCC 

Vice President, Central Region 

Brian Burns, TNCC 

Vice President, Eastern Region 

Joe Agnich, NVCC 

Vice President, Northern Region 
Jason Lachniet, WCC 
 Vice President, Western Region 

Libby Watts, TCC 
Affiliate Delegate to AMATYC 

Libby Watts, TCC 
Website Administrator 

Ex Officio: Harriette Roadman, NRCC 

Newsletter Editor 

 

mailto:vaughans@tncc.edu
mailto:ShimizuM@tncc.edu
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2017 AMATYC Conference Report  

Libby Watts 

lwatts@tcc.edu  
 

From November 9-12, 2017 in sunny San Diego, math professors from around the country came together to share 

teaching strategies, teaching challenges, cool math, and more.   The conference was held at Sheraton San Diego 

Hotel and Marina.  Topics that were popular at the conference were: in-class 

activities, connecting the math we teach to the real world, pathways for non-stem 

students, math anxiety, open educational resources (OERs), hands-on activities, 

the history of mathematicians, prerequisite challenges, and much more.  The 

keynote speaker, Jim Matthews, presented some fun and challenging problems 

that can be used in any level of math.  One unique thing about this conference 

was that food trucks parked outside of the hotel at lunch time; conference 

attendees crowded them to order tacos and pizza.  The weather was beautiful and 

the area perfect for taking walking tours of the Gaslamp district or Little Italy. 
 

 

2018 AMATYC Conference Information 

Libby Watts 

lwatts@tcc.edu 
 

AMATYC will be holding its 44th annual conference in Orlando, FL from November 15-18, 2018.  The theme of this 

year’s conference is “The Main Attraction.”  If you 

reserve your hotel at Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort 

in advance, they will provide you with airport luggage 

tags so your luggage will be in your room when you get 

there.  The deadline for proposals has passed, but you 

can still preside at a session.  For more details, got to 

www.amatyc.org.   

 

VMATYC Logo Contest  
Libby Watts 

lwatts@tcc.edu 

 

We are excited to announce the VMATYC logo contest, which invites VCCS students to create a new logo for 

VMATYC.  The winner will receive a $500 scholarship.  Details are on the website www.vmatyc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contest Rules and Regulations:  Only one submission per student.  Student must be a verified VCCS student 

enrolled in at least 6 credits.  The winner of the contest will receive a $500 scholarship.  For the contest you will 

upload a PDF file of your logo, however, in order to receive the scholarship, the winner must email an image file 

of at least 72ppi to lwatts@tcc.edu.  The contest winner will be announced soon after the Spring 2018 VMATYC 

Conference and the winner will be notified. 

mailto:lwatts@tcc.edu
mailto:lwatts@tcc.edu
http://www.amatyc.org/
mailto:lwatts@tcc.edu
http://www.vmatyc.org/
mailto:lwatts@tcc.edu
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Glenn Fox VMATYC Mathematics and Computer Science Scholarship Report 

Susan Evans 

sevans@wcc.vccs.edu 

 

As you work with students during this Spring 2018 semester keep your eyes open for a student who would be an 

eligible recipient of the VMATYC Fox Scholarship.  The recipient of the scholarship receives $500 each semester 

for one academic year. The $500 is distributed directly to the student, as opposed to other scholarships that are 

sent directly to the school, to be used to support them on their educational journey. 

 

In order to be eligible for the scholarship, applicants must: 

1)  Intend to major in mathematics, computer science, or mathematics education and demonstrate potential for 

success in any of these areas. 

2)  Demonstrate ability, determination, and motivation necessary for successful academic performance.  

3)  Have completed at least 12 semester hours of college-level courses, including 3 hours of transfer 

mathematics at a Virginia community college, by the end of the spring semester with a GPA of 3.2 or 

higher. 

4)  Continue for two semesters (fall-spring of the award year) at a Virginia community college and enroll in at 

least 6 semester hours of college-level courses, including a transfer-level mathematics course, for each 

semester the scholarship is received. Preference is given to those candidates who intend to teach 

mathematics or computer science.  

 

The application is available online at www.vmatyc.org. Applicants complete the online application and upload the 

required documents: 

 1) An unofficial transcript 

 2) Three letters of recommendation  

      a) One from the VMATYC member making the nomination 

      b) One from another member of your community college: faculty, staff or administration 

      c) One from a member of the community, not a family member 

 

COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKETS are due no later than June 5, 2018. 

 

A committee composed of the VMATYC past president and a representative from each region will review the 

applications and award the scholarship by June 15, 2018. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Susan Evans, sevans@wcc.vccs.edu. 

 

 

 

VMATYC Group Communication Update & Website 

Libby Watts 

lwatts@tcc.edu 

 

After years without anyone with access to maintain the ListServ and after some research, VMATYC now uses a 

Google Group to communicate with all of its members.  Anyone wishing to email the entire membership may do 

so by emailing VMATYC@googlegroups.com.  This system replaces the old ListServ that we used to use.   

Our website address is  http://vmatyc.org/       Check it out!  You can  

- find information on our organization 

- renew your membership 

- cast your ballot for officers 

- learn about our conferences 

- register for a conference 

- and… more great stuff!  

 

 

 

mailto:sevans@wcc.vccs.edu
mailto:sevans@wcc.vccs.edu
mailto:lwatts@tcc.edu
mailto:VMATYC@googlegroups.com
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Fall Regional Meetings 

 

 There is no cost to attend a regional meeting; lunch is provided at each meeting. 

 VMATYC membership is not required to attend; anyone who joins or renews at the meeting will 

receive membership through December 31, 2017. 

 Registration for each meeting is available at the website  http://vmatyc.org 

 Please contact your regional Vice President if you have any questions or need further information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Region Fall Meeting – October 27, 2017 
Vice President Jason Lachniet 

jlachniet@wcc.vccs.edu 

 

The Western Region met on Friday, October 27 at Virginia Highlands Community College in Abingdon. Twenty 

VMATYC members and guests were in attendance, representing all five colleges in the Western Region of 

VMATYC, plus Northeast State Community College in Tennessee. After a catered lunch, program items included 

a Math Pathways update from Patricia Parker, a presentation on quantitative and statistical reasoning, and an 

overview of co-requisite mathematics as implemented in the Tennessee community college system. A 

representative from Pearson provided an overview of that publisher’s options for quantitative reasoning. 

 

 

Eastern Region Fall Meeting – October 27, 2017 

Vice President Brian Burns 

BurnsB@tncc.edu  

 

The Fall 2017 Eastern Regional Conference was held at TNCC's HT campus in Williamsburg on Friday October 

27th. The event ran from 10:30am-5:00pm and was considered a big success among the 60 or so attendees. 

  

Guest speakers that focused specifically in the fields of QR and Statistics and using Excel with both of these were 

particularly well received. Sessions focusing on the Co-req models were also very popular. Sessions in bundled 

developmental units, OER use in Precalculus through Differential Equations and online software comparison in 

Precalculus meant that there was something for everyone. There were 5 sets of concurrent sessions plus lunch 

with 13 different sessions in total.  

 

Lunch itself was a highly enthusiastic exchange of thoughts, ideas and practices among colleagues.  

 

Four publishers (Pearson, McGraw-Hill, Cengage and Hawkes) paid for vendor space to add an extra dimension 

to the event. All 4 provided speakers with special thanks to Mcgraw-Hill, Cengage and Pearson for financing out-

of-state guest speakers. 

 

Northern 
Region 

Western Region 

Central Region 

Eastern Region 

http://vmatyc.org/
mailto:jlachniet@wcc.vccs.edu
mailto:BurnsB@tncc.edu
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Northern Region Fall Meeting – Saturday, November 4, 2017 

Vice President Joe Agnich 

jagnich@nvcc.edu  

 

 

Forty-three of us met at Piedmont Virginia Community College on 

Saturday, November 4, for the Northern Regional Fall 2017 Meeting of 

VMATYC.  All five colleges in the Northern Region were represented. 

 

The day began with time for meeting and greeting colleagues over coffee and light breakfast food before 

convening in the Auditorium where we were welcomed to PVCC by our host, Diane Valade.   

 

At the kick-off plenary session, Patricia Parker provided an update on the status of Math Pathways.  Following 

her remarks and a vibrant question and answer session, the participants were able to choose from among eight 

presentations offered in two concurrent tracks: 

 

 Wendi Dass and Irina Timchenko led roundtable discussions on Quantitative Reasoning and 

Statistical Reasoning respectively,  

 Jon Hexter presented “An Introduction to Perfect Numbers,” 

 Sumi Chatterjee discussed “The Integrated Blackboard: How a Writable Laptop, MS OneNote 

and internet tools can be used for any course on the Blackboard platform,” 

 Joe Agnich tried to make “The Case for Using Writing Assignments in Math Classes,” 

 Irina Timchenko showed how “Using Computer Simulations to Help Students Understand 

Hypothesis Testing and Confidence Intervals” can improve student success, and  

 Representatives from two of our vendors, Amanda Roach from Pearson and Scott Kirk from 

Cengage, discussed “QR and SR Resources” and “WebAssign: Smart Teaching, Inspired 

Learning,” respectively. 

 

The meeting ended with a brief business meeting, and awarding of door prizes, while attendees enjoyed box 

lunches provided by our gracious hosts at PVCC. 

 

Our next regional meeting will be hosted by Lord Fairfax Community College. 

 

 

Central Region Fall Meeting  --  October 27, 2017 
Vice President Christy Lowery-Carter 

christy.carter@southside.edu 

 

 

The central regional VMATYC meeting was held Friday, October 27, 2017 at the John H.  Daniel Campus of 

Southside Virginia Community  College from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm.  There were nine people in attendance.  During 

the meeting, attendees discussed using QR codes to assist with remediation in the classroom, how to develop "I 

Have Who Has" activities to engage the entire class, and the upcoming Math PathWays changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jagnich@nvcc.edu
mailto:christy.carter@southside.edu
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A Note from the Editor 

Harriette Roadman 

hroadman@nr.edu 

 

It was quite a while ago when VMATYC President Judy Williams telephoned me and asked me if I’d like to be a 

member of the VMATYC Board of Directors.  I was both surprised, and honored.  Since that time I have enjoyed 

being a member of VMATYC and serving as Western Region VP, as AMATYC Delegate, and as Newsletter 

Editor.  This is the last Newsletter that I will be assembling, as I will be retiring from New River CC on 

September 1.  It is now time for me to move on to other adventures and activities.  It’s been a good ride.  I 

encourage each of you to become involved and continue to make this a strong organization. 

 

I leave you with the following.  Each of the quotes are verbatim.  I’m sure each of you can add to the list: 

 

Excerpts from a conversation with a student in an online Calculus class: 

 Student: “ …  are there any videos to watch?”   

 Me: “ Yes, there are videos in the e-text and in WebAssign.”  

 Student: “ No lecture videos?”   

 Me: “ No, but the videos from the publisher are very good.”   

 Student : “ You mean I have to read the book?”   

 

In addition to teaching Math classes, I also teach C++ Programming.  Two students were caught cheating on a 

program, submitting in virtually identical programs for grading.  When approached by me, both claimed that they 

weren’t cheating, they just “work together”.  Then one asks:  “If I turn mine in first, do I get the credit?” 

 

From a student in an online Calculus class in the 8th week of class:  “I was just doing a bunch of web assign stuff 

and i noticed all the homework assignments. For test 1 i don't think i did any of them and i am realizing now that 

they might not have just been for practice...  ” 

 

From a student in Math 166 Precalculus: 

“Did I really get a 65 on the final.  I put in way to much effort in this class to get a D.” 

 

… and, I think this one is my favorite: 

 

A student in Pre-Calculus class after receiving a low score on a test on logarithms and exponentials:    

“It isn’t fair that I lost so many points.  My calculator is giving me the wrong answers.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hroadman@nr.edu


page 10 of 10 

VMATYC Campus Contacts 
 

In order to help facilitate communication, the following people have agreed to be the local contact for 

VMATYC at their school/campus.  Please contact Harriette Roadman at hroadman@nr.edu if there are any 

corrections to this list. 

 

Western Region: 

 Mountain Empire  –  Chris Allgyer   callgyer@me.vccs.edu 

 New River  –  Ellen Oliver   eoliver@nr.edu 

 Southwest Virginia  –  Lisa Henley   Lisa.Henley@sw.edu 

 Virginia Highlands  –  Pansy Waycaster   ewaycaster@vhcc.edu 

 Wytheville  –  Susan Evans   sevans@wcc.vccs.edu 

 

Northern Region: 

 Blue Ridge  –  TJ Crow   crowt@brcc.edu 

 Germanna  –  Carrie Hibbs   CHibbs@germanna.edu 

 Lord Fairfax  –  Frank Borleske   fborleske@lfcc.edu 

 NOVA Alexandria – Bruce Wahl   bwahl@nvcc.edu 

 NOVA Annandale – Terrence Krize   tkrize@nvcc.edu 

 NOVA Loudoun – Michael Wallace   mwallace@nvcc.edu 

 NOVA Manassas – Shakil Shrestha   sshrestha@nvcc.edu 

 NOVA Woodbridge – Camisha Parker   cparker@nvcc.edu 

 Piedmont  –  Jon Hexter   jhexter@pvcc.edu 

 

Central Region:  

 Central VA  – Alison Moore   moorea@cvcc.vccs.edu 

 Dabney S. Lancaster – Richard Watkins   rwatkins@dslcc.edu 

 Danville – Mary Motley   mmotley@dcc.vccs.edu 

 Patrick Henry  – Chris Wikstrom   cwikstrom@patrickhenry.edu 

 Southside VA  – Christy Lowery-Carter   christy.carter@southside.edu 

 Virginia Western  – Cristin Barrett   cbarrett@virginiawestern.edu 

 

Eastern Region: 

 John Tyler – Ken Williams   kwilliams@jtcc.edu 

 Rappahannock – Robert Parker   rparker@rappahannock.edu 

 Reynolds – Ann Loving   aloving@reynolds.edu 

 Thomas Nelson – Mariko Shimizu   shimizum@tncc.edu 

 Tidewater Chesapeake – David French   dfrench@tcc.edu 

 Tidewater Norfolk – Dick Gill   rgill@tcc.edu 

 Tidewater Portsmouth – Judy Williams   jwilliams@tcc.edu 

 Tidewater Virginia Beach – Mike Kirby   mkirby@tcc.edu 
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