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Notes from the President
Bruce Wahl
bwahl@nvcc.edu

As | write this email, the forecast is near 90 degrees again today. It does not yet feel much
like fall, but we are all in the midst of our fall semester. Welcome back!

We will have our annual statewide conference at John Tyler CC in Midlothian from
November 1-2 this year. Please see the notice below. There are opportunities to give a
presentation or preside over a round table. We have some hot topics again this year, including &
resources for some of our newer classes (like MTH 154) and the direct enroliment project in the VCCS.

When we were together last fall at the VCCS Peer Group Meeting, direct enrollment was a new topic for many of
us. We were updated at the general business meeting about the pilot that the VCCS was beginning. There were
many voices of concern at that meeting. The VCCS has delayed the pilot project to fall 2020 and a group of
faculty from the pilot colleges are working on the details of what direct enrollment means for our students. You
can see the latest about what the VCCS says about this pilot at http://www.vccs.edu/veesblog_post/to-boost-
student-success-virginias-community-colleges-explore-ending-reliance-on-high-stakes-placement-tests-and-
developmental-classes-so-more-students-can-enroll-directly-into-college-le/

Given the concern of the members of the VCCS about the impact of direct enrollment on our students, some of
the Executive Board members of VMATYC wrote a position statement. You can see that draft in this newsletter.
The Executive Board has approved this statement and we will bring it to the General Business Meeting for
approval in November. We would like to disseminate this statement to all the members of VMATYC, the math
faculty of the VCCS, and the governing body at the VCCS.

I hope to see you all at the meetings in November!

Bruce Wahl
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2019 VMATYC Conference Information

Wes Crumpler
rcrumpler@tcc.edu

You are invited to the 33" VMATYC Conference at _ i
John Tyler’s Midlothian Campus JOHN

November 1-2, 2019 CoMMUNITY COLLEGE )

Join us, as John Tyler Community College, in Midlothian, VA will be hosting the 2019 Virginia Mathematical
Association of Two-Year Colleges Conference on Friday, November 1 and Saturday, November 2, 2019.

The conference will begin around 12:00 PM on Friday with concurrent sessions in the afternoon. Dinner will be
provided Friday evening beginning around 6:30 PM with the keynote during dinner. There will be additional
sessions Saturday morning concluding with the business meeting around 12:00 PM where a box lunch will be
provided.

I’m excited to announce that Dr. John Adam, Mathematics Professor/University
Professor at Old Dominion University will be our keynote speaker. Dr. Adam has been at
Old Dominion since 1984 and has published approximately 110 papers and six books.

His talk will be on “Mathematics in Nature” including rainbows, halos, cat paws, and
more. You can read his bio at_https://fs.wp.odu.edu/jadam/

VMATYC is looking for presenters for this year’s conference. With changes continuing
to come from the VCCS, there are many things to present and discuss. Please consider
presenting or conducting a workshop or roundtable. Direct enrollment is a big topic for a
roundtable discussion. We have had a full year to teach MTH 154 and MCR, so how are
things going? Please share your experiences. What pedagogies have you found
successful in your courses? What technologies are you using to improve student success? Please share projects
that you are using for lecture and online courses or something that you found valuable to share with your
colleagues. Presenter applications must be submitted by October 10 to guarantee a spot on the

program. Applications are available at http://vmatyc.org/fall-2019-conference/presenter-application-form/

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION AND FEES

The conference registration fee is $40 for all VMATYC members or any state AMATYC affiliate member. The
conference registration fee for any non-VMATYC member is $65, which includes the $25 VMATYC
membership fee. Being a VMATYC member entitles you to apply for scholarships to attend AMATYC
conferences as well as the opportunity to apply for scholarships for your students. Please register for the
conference by October 17. Attendees can register online and pay the appropriate conference fee and membership
dues at http://vmatyc.org/fall-2019-conference/spring-conference-registration/.

CONFERENCE HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS
Rooms have been reserved at the Holiday Inn Express at two locations. Both are within seven miles of the

college and priced at the per diem rate of $94/night with breakfast included at both locations. Reserve your room
by contacting either hotel and requesting the “VMATYC” room block. For taxes in Richmond/Midlothian, add
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13.3% to the per night room rates quoted above. Make your reservations by October 1 to guarantee the above
rate.

Holiday Inn Express, 8710 Midlothian Turnpike, Richmond, VA 23235, 804-320-8900

Holiday Inn Express, 5030 W. Village Green Dr., Midlothian, VA 23112, 804-744-7303

CONTACT INFORMATION
For more information, please contact the following VMATY C members:

Wes Crumpler, VMATYC President-Elect, conference chair — rcrumpler@tcc.edu
Marian Swift, host site conference coordinator — mswift@jtcc.edu

Glenn Fox VMATYC Mathematics Scholarship Report
Bruce Wahl

bwahl@nvcc.edu

VMATYC is happy to announce that we have awarded the Glenn Fox memorial
Mathematics and Computer Science Scholarship to Rhys Dailey from Tidewater
Community College. Rhys was sponsored by VMATYC member Wes Crumpler. We
had three qualified candidates this year. Rhys stood out for his academic record and
his need for continued support of his passions in computer science and mathematics.

Rhys is a computer science major and is currently enrolled in CSC 215 and MTH
V. 265. He is a member of the honor societies Mu Alpha Theta and Phi Theta Kappa as
well as a member of the TCC Coding Club. In high school, Rhys completed a Software and Game Development
course on the TCC campus. They used the software, GameMaker, and Rhys is currently working with his high
school instructor to create a new set of PowerPoints for the latest version of the software that the instructor will
use to teach his classes.

Rhys has received $500 for the fall semester and will receive another $500 for the spring semester. VMATYC
would like you to keep two things in mind. The first is that we are able to support students through this
scholarship due to your generous donations. In the past, we have had many individual donations and we have had
donations at a faculty member retirement or in memory of faculty member who has passed away. The second is
that we depend on you to nominate your students for this scholarship. Start looking today for worthy candidates
that you can nominate next spring!

The Fox Scholarship fund relies on donations from generous members like you. Donations are made through the
VMATYC website at http://vmatyc.org/fox-scholarship/donate/

VMATYC Statement on Direct Enrollment (Draft)
Bruce Wahl
bwahl@nvcc.edu

As you have read in the Notes from the President, members of VMATYC and the Executive Board have been
expressing concern over the goals of the Direct Enrollment project and the implementation of the pilot at some of
our VCCS colleges. In response to this, we have written the following statement which has been endorsed by the
Executive Board. We will have a discussion about the statement in one of the sessions at JTCC and we will bring
it to the General Business Meeting for approval by the members. If you have any comments about the statement,
feel free to write me.
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VMATYC Direct Enrollment Statement

Consider the following scenario. You are a recent Virginia high school graduate, say a year out of high school.
You enroll in your local community college. You are informed that you need to have French as part of your
major. You had French 1 in 10th grade and French 2 in 11th grade. You were a good student, but French was not
your best subject and you feel like you have forgotten a lot over the last couple of years. You ask if there is some
test you can take to help determine what class you should take. Your adviser at the college tells you no, but based
on your high school transcript, you are eligible for French 3. You will be placed in that class along with another
class called a French support class where you will get extra help for French 3. The semester begins and on the
first day of class, the professor only speaks French. You catch some of the words, but you haven’t practiced
French in two years and a lot goes over your head. In your support class, the professor does her best to help
everyone get up to speed, but meanwhile, your French 3 class is speeding along and you can’t follow. You ask
your professor if you can swap out into French 1 or 2. The professor informs you that those courses do not exist at
the community college anymore—if you need French for your major, then this is the only option.

The above scenario is not real, as you can imagine. However, the VCCS will begin pilot program in Direct
Enrollment at eight community colleges in the fall of 2020. Recent high school graduates coming into the
community college will be placed directly into an entry level college course (such as Quantitative Reasoning or
Precalculus 1). Based on high school course work and GPA, some of those students will also be placed in a
mathematics support class if they are determined to be at risk for not succeeding in their credit level class. Two of
the VCCS pilot project implementation steps are to eliminate the use of a placement assessment and eliminate
developmental mathematics courses.

The main goal of this direct enrollment project is eliminating the barriers of high stakes placement testing and
getting stuck in a cycle of developmental math without ever reaching a credit level course. The VCCS wants
students to be able to succeed in reaching their educational goals. We, at VMATYC, are fully in agreement about
student success. However, we are very concerned about the implementation of this direct enrollment project. We
ask that the VCCS consider the following:

1. Many of our students are more than five years out of high school. There needs to be a plan on how to
advise, place, and educate these students.

2. While high stakes placement tests can be a barrier, a well-designed placement assessment can aid in
informing a student of strengths and weaknesses in their mathematical skills. The option of a current
placement assessment should exist. We understand that the VCCS has contracted for a new placement
assessment that will be ready within about a year. We should make good use of that assessment as
needed.

3. Some students will not succeed in the direct enroliment model because of a significant lack of knowledge
due to poor high school preparation or the length of time since they had the prerequisite courses. For
those students, the option of developmental math should still exist at the community college.

4. The VCCS should take the required time to study the data from the pilot programs. This should include
data on the success rates in the entry level credit courses, data on the success rates in subsequent classes
(like Statistics 1 and Applied Calculus), and the best practices for the support systems. The VCCS should
study the impact of eliminating placement assessments and eliminating developmental math classes.

Our community colleges are open door institutions. We take students where they are and strive to give them the
opportunity to succeed. We urge the VCCS to take the time to work towards the best practices so that all students
have the opportunity to succeed.
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Theresa Thomas - President Elect
thomast@brcc.edu

Theresa Thomas has been a math instructor in some capacity since 1994. She
graduated from Millersville State University in PA with a Bachelors’ of Science in
Math Education and began her career at a High School in Elkton, Md. She soon
thereafter moved to the Shenandoah Valley and taught for a year at Fort Defiance
HS. After having her children, she decided to teach at Blue Ridge Community
College as first an adjunct then would eventually become a full-time Assistant
Professor of Mathematics along with taking on the role of Math Department chair.
She continues to be involved at the statewide level as math continues to be
developed and modified to meet the changing needs of our students.

Matthew Westerhoff - Vice President: Northern Region

Matthew holds a Master’s Degree of Science in Mathematics from the
University of Texas and a Master’s Degree of Science in Computational
Mathematics from George Mason University. He has been teaching
mathematics as a full-time professor at NOVA since fall of 2013. Before
pursuing a full-time teaching position he has worked at several research labs
including the Naval Research Lab where he was working as a mathematician
and principal investigator in the area of EM propagation. As a full-time
faculty member of NOVA he has taught a wide variety of math courses
ranging from developmental mathematics to differential equations. Besides
teaching he also serves as a volunteer for the NOVA Manassas math boot
program and is also an active member in VMATY C where he presented at

mwesterhoff@nvcc.edu

FlGHT FACILITY

several conferences including ICTCM and VMATYC on the use of Maple software in a calculus course. He
initiated and took pro-active measures for NOVA to join AMATYC as an institutional member. Earlier this year
he served as a mentor for his honors calculus students in the AMATYC Student Research League.
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Xavier Retnam — Recording Secretary
retnamx@centralvirginia.edu

Xavier received his PhD. in mathematics from the University of Tennessee.
Later he received a Master’s in Engineering from the University of

Virginia. He has been teaching Mathematics and Statistics since 1988. Xavier
has been at Central Virginia Community College since 2010, and has served as
the Coordinator for Mathematics from 2013 to 2016. His interests include
Mathematics, Statistics, Engineering, and teaching in these areas.

Cheryl Brindle - AMATYC Delegate
cbrindle@Ifcc.edu

Cheryl is originally from Pittsburgh, so she is a Steelers and Penguins fan!
While her husband was active duty Army for 22 years, she had the opportunity
to teach in a variety of college settings from Germany to Hawaii. After about
30 years of adjunct work, she accepted a full time position at the Fauquier
campus of Lord Fairfax CC in 2011. Cheryl is currently the math lead for the
Fauquier campus. Outside of LFCC, she plays hand bells in two choirs in the
Warrenton/Nokesville area.

Michael Filsinger — Membership Secretary
filsingerm@tncc.edu

Michael Filsinger is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Thomas
Nelson Community College, teaching courses in Quantitative Reasoning,
Precalculus, and Calculus. He received an M.S. in Mathematics in 1992
and an M.S. in Computer Science in 1994, both from the University of
Cincinnati. Michael has over 20 years of college teaching experience,
including five years as the Chair of the Academic Foundations
Mathematics Department at Cincinnati State Technical and Community
College. He has been involved with numerous course and curriculum
redesigns, most notably being the primary architect of recent curricular
overhauls in Developmental Math at Cincinnati State.
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2019 AMATYC Conference Information

Libby Watts
lwatts@tcc.edu

The 45" AMATYC Annual Conference will be in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin on November 14-17, 2019. The conference theme this
year is Great Lake - Great Ideas! The link to register

is here. At www.amatyc.org you can find more details on the

conference as well as fun things to do while you're in Milwaukee.

2019 AMATYC Student Research League Information

Matthew Westerhoff
mwesterhoff@nvcc.edu

The American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges (AMATYC)
recently selected a team consisting of three student researchers in the Northern
Virginia Community College (NVCC) math department as top finalists in the
Mid-Atlantic Region for the AMATYC Student Research League Competition.
Nikolai Forkal, Joseph Larson, and Devon Throckmorton along with the team’s
mentor Professor Matthew Westerhoff represented the NVCC (Manassas
Campus) in the competition, which addressed the best options for providing
energy for residential use. The team had 11 days to submit their research that
addressed the following three questions:

° What modifications would have to be made to the home and property?
° What are the immediate and long-term fiscal and environmental
consequences?

° What are the results of a Cost-Benefit Analysis when determining the

feasibility of your proposed modifications?

The students will be honored at this year’s 45" AMATYC Annual conference
located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The students’ research paper can be accessed
through https://docdro.id/mbuPbjK

Specific details about the research problem and guidelines is located at
AMATYC’s website: https://amatyc.site-ym.com/page/SRLPastQuestions

Spring Regional Meeting Reports

Western Region Spring Meeting

Vice President Jason Lachniet
jlachniet@wcc.vccs.edu

The Western Region met on Friday, March 22 at New River Community College in Dublin. Fourteen VMATYC
members and guests were in attendance, representing four of the five colleges in the Western Region of
VMATYC, as well as faculty who traveled from as far as Northern Virginia. The group enjoyed lunch together,
followed by general updates on current initiatives, a presentation on Six Sigma training offered by the
Manufacturing Technology Center, proposed updates to the MTH 154 course content summary, a roundtable
discussion on MCR 6 support for Precalculus, and a preview of a new OER technical mathematics textbook

written by faculty at New River.
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Eastern Region Spring Meeting
Vice President Brian Burns
burnsb@tncc.edu

The eastern region VMATYC meeting was held Friday March 29 from 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM
at the Chesapeake campus of Tidewater Community College. Special guest and author Eric
Gaze (pictured to the right) facilitated several workshops on Quantitative Reasoning. 32
Faculty members attended the meeting that featured a robust schedule of topics ranging from
Co-requisite courses to OER to the Yoga of Mathematics. Link to program

Northern Region Spring Meeting
Vice President Victoria Vetrano
vluvetrano@gmail.com

The northern spring regional conference was held at Lord Fairfax Community College, Middletown campus on
Saturday March 30th. The day kicked off with a pleasant welcome from Dr. la Gomez (Dean of Science,
Engineering & Health), Victoria Vetrano (Northern region VVP), and Dr. Bruce Wahl (President). As it is tradition
to deliver the VMATYC Glenn Fox Scholarship plaque to the awarded student's home campus, Bruce presented it
to Prof. Venkatesan Chakrapani from Blue Ridge Community College. The meeting included 11 talks over three
sessions, each with a theme of its own: Application on technology and pedagogy, round tables on pathway courses,
and mathematics.

Pictures taken at Middletown can be found at https://photos.app.qo0.gl/L6h33dajYYROQ6WT|7. Sincere thanks to

the campus coordinator Frank Borleske, Lord Fairfax Community College, all the speakers who contributed, and all
the participants who continued to keep the purpose of VMATYC good and true.
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Central Region Spring Meeting
Vice President Christy Lowery-Carter
christy.carter@southside.edu

The central region VMATYC meeting was held Friday, March 22 from 9-1 at the Keysville Campus of
Southside Virginia Community College. Participants learned how to sync their Hawkes courses with
Canvas. In addition, Ashley Pratt from Dabney S. Lancaster Community College presented various
activities she has used in Math 154 and Math 245. The meeting concluded with Dr. Christy Lowery-Carter
presenting a game of Who's Who composed of various linear equations and graphs.

Treasurer’s Report
Sherry Vaughan
vaughans@tncc.edu

As of September 12, 2019, VMATYC has total assets of $42,349.40

$20,489.99 in checking
$9,388.95 in savings
$12,470.46 in the Scholarship Fund.

Membership Report
Mariko Shimizu
mariko-shimizu@outlook.com

As of September 13, 2019 VMATYC has 98 members. By region, the membership distribution is:
Central: 9 members
Eastern: 35 members
Northern: 41 members
Western: 10 members
Other: 3 members
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VMATYC Campus Contacts

In order to help facilitate communication, the following people have agreed to be the local contact for
VMATYC at their school/campus. Please contact Matthew Watts at mwatts@tcc.edu if there are any
corrections to this list.

Western Region:
Mountain Empire — Frank Wright fwright@me.vccs.edu
New River — Ellen Oliver eoliver@nr.edu
Southwest Virginia — Lisa Henley Lisa.Henley@sw.edu
Virginia Highlands — Pansy Waycaster ewaycaster@vhcc.edu
Wytheville — Susan Evans sevans@wecc.vces.edu

Northern Region:
Blue Ridge — TJ Crow crowt@brcc.edu
Germanna - Carrie Hibbs chibbs@germanna.edu
Lord Fairfax — Frank Borleske fborleske@Ifcc.edu
NOVA Alexandria — Bruce Wahl bwahl@nvcc.edu
NOVA Annandale — Terry Krize tkrize@nvcc.edu
NOVA Loudoun - Michael Wallace mwallace@nvcc.edu
NOVA Manassas — Shakil Shrestha sshrestha@nvcc.edu
NOVA Woodbridge — Camisha Parker cparker@nvcc.edu
Piedmont — Diane Valade dvalade@pvcc.edu

Central region:
Central VA — Alison Moore moorea@cvcc.vees.edu
Dabney S. Lancaster — Richard Watkins rwatkins@dslcc.edu
Danville — Mary Motley mmotley@dcc.vces.edu
Patrick Henry — Chris Wikstrom cwikstrom@patrickhenry.edu
Southside VA — Christy Lowery-Carter christy.carter@southside.edu
Virginia Western — Cristin Barrett cbarrett@virginiawestern.edu

Eastern Region:
Eastern Shore — Bob Rhea rrhea@es.vces.edu
John Tyler — Ken Williams kwilliams@jtcc.edu
Rappahannock — Robert Parker rparker@rappahannock.edu
Reynolds — Ann Loving aloving@reynolds.edu
Thomas Nelson — Brian Burns burnsb@tncc.edu
Tidewater Chesapeake — David French dfrench@tcc.edu
Tidewater Norfolk — Dick Gill rgill@tcc.edu
Tidewater Portsmouth — Adam Becker abecker@tcc.edu
Tidewater Virginia Beach — Mike Kirby mkirby@tcc.edu

Northern
Region

Eastern Region
Western Region

Central Region
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