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Notes from the President
Wes Crumpler
rcrumpler@tcc.edu

Dear VMATYC members and newsletter readers!
A new academic year has begun, and the football season has started.
This is a wonderful time of year! I hope everyone’s semester is off to a great start. The fall is a busy
time for VMATYC with our annual state-wide conference coming soon.
As you have recently heard, due to the increase in cases of the Delta variant, the board has decided to
make this year’s VMATYC State-wide Conference virtual. The conference will be on Friday, October 22
and Saturday, October 23 hosted by Hawkes Learning. We have an exciting keynote speaker and many
interesting presentations covering relevant topics. There is no registration fee. If you plan to present,
please register on the VMATYC website at www.vmatyc.org. Further details of the conference are in
the newsletter. I hope to see everyone there.
Voting is complete and we have our new Executive Board members for the 2021 – 2023 term. Their
term will begin at the conclusion of our virtual state-wide conference. It’s hard to believe it’s that time
again. I have enjoyed my term as VMATYC President and thank you for this great opportunity. Though
COVID has restricted us from traveling, I have had many opportunities to meet and collaborate with
colleagues across the state and country. I look forward to continuing those relationships.
Please feel free to contact me at any time with comments, concerns, or suggestions.
Sincerely,
Wes Crumpler
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2021 Fall VMATYC Virtual Conference Information
Conference Contact: Theresa Thomas thomast@brcc.edu
Where: Virtual, Hosted by Hawkes Learning via Zoom
When: 12 noon, Friday, 10/22/2021 – 12 noon, Saturday,
10/23/2021
Keynote: Dr. David Urso, Academic Dean BRCC and CEO
Dave Urso has been teaching seminars and developing leaders for almost 18 years. In that time, he has
developed an approach that sets him apart. His naturally energetic and interactive style carries over
into his sessions and makes listening to him a pleasure. No matter the context of your interaction, two
things are guaranteed – he is going to talk fast and he is going to do something unexpected!

Dr. David Urso
Cost: FREE!
Registration: Please register at https://vmatyc.org/fall-2021-conference/registration/
Call for Presenters: VMATYC is looking for presenters for this year’s conference. Consider a workshop
or roundtable on changes in the VCCS, teaching experiences learned through the pandemic, or
successful pedagogies or technology applications for your support or credit courses. Applications must
be submitted by October 10 to guarantee a spot on the program. Submit your application at
https://vmatyc.org/fall-2021-conference/presenter-application-form/ .
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Glenn Fox VMATYC Mathematics Scholarship Report
Bruce Wahl
bwahl@nvcc.edu
VMATYC is happy to announce that we have awarded the Glenn Fox memorial Mathematics and
Computer Science Scholarship to Joshua Castillo from Northern Virginia Community College. Joshua
was sponsored by VMATYC member Anwar Ahmad.
Joshua stood out for his academic record and his life story. Joshua writes:
"I have been born and raised in Northern Virginia. At the young age of 16 I was married and had my
first child, my second child at age 17, and now at 26 I am expecting my third child. This forced me out
into the workforce at a young age to make a living for my family. I dropped out of high school with only
six credits. I have worked in many different industries to include construction, technology sales/retail,
and sanitation. I saw the demand for technology related roles but never thought I would have the
financial means to acquire an education. In 2019, I went back to obtain my GED. In the year 2020, I
made a leap of faith to start working towards my goal of receiving a bachelor’s degree in Computer
Science with a concentration in security. I am currently dual enrolled at Northern Virginia Community
College and George Mason University in the ADVANCE program double majoring in Computer Science
and Mathematics. I see the demand in the cyber security realm and opportunities to provide my family
financially with a better life. I find cyber security more prevalent in the economy today as our lives rely
more and more on technology.
One of my many goals for myself is to acquire my undergraduate degree in Computer Science with a
concentration in security. I would then like to immediately start working in the Cyber Security field to
start getting experience. Seeking out organizations that will further my education through certificates
and eventually pay for me to go back to school to acquire my master’s degree. Long-term, my goal is to
use technology to hunt human traffickers and collect intelligence to make our world a safer place. In
my spare time, I take my children to their soccer and swimming practices. I myself am also very active.
I enjoy lifting weights, running, swimming, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, and hiking."
VMATYC would like you to keep two things in mind. The first is that we are able to support students
through this scholarship due to your generous donations. In the past, we have had many individual
donations and we have had donations at a faculty member retirement or in memory of faculty
member who has passed away. The second is that we depend on you to nominate your students for
this scholarship. Start looking today for worthy candidates that you can nominate starting soon! The
Fox Scholarship fund relies on donations from generous members like you. Donations are made
through the VMATYC website at http://vmatyc.org/fox-scholarship/donate/.
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VMATYC Executive Board Election Results
Bruce Wahl
bwahl@nvcc.edu
VMATYC has elected its new Executive Board for 2021-2023! We would like to congratulate those
elected. These leaders help keep VMATYC lively and provide us opportunities for renewal and growth.
Please thank them in person if you are in contact. The following are the members of the Executive
Board:

Meet the New VMATYC Officers
VMATYC Executive Board 2021-2023
Theresa Thomas, BRCC
President
Michael Filsinger, TNCC
President-Elect
Xavier Retnam, CVCC
Recording Secretary
Christy Lowery-Carter, SVCC
Vice President, Central Region
Matthew Westerhoff, NVCC
Vice President, Northern Region
Jason Lachniet, WCC
Webmaster
Ashley Pratt, DSLCC
Newsletter Editor

Wes Crumpler, TCC
Past-President
Sherry Vaughan, TNCC
Treasurer
Aicha Mouloud, NVCC
Membership Secretary
Julia Varbalow, TNCC
Vice President, Eastern Region
Travis Coake, NRCC
Vice President, Western Region
Cheryl Brindle, LFCC
Affiliate Delegate to AMATYC

Theresa Thomas - President
thomast@brcc.edu
Theresa Thomas started teaching in 1994. She graduated from
Millersville State University in PA with a Bachelor of Science in Math
Education and began her career at a High School in Elkton, Md. She
soon thereafter moved to the Shenandoah Valley and taught for a
year at a county HS. After having her children, she decided to teach
at Blue Ridge Community College in addition to finishing her MaEd
in Mathematics at JMU. Currently, she is an Assistant Professor of
Mathematics and just finished her tenure as Math Department chair
for 5 years. She continues to be involved at the statewide level as
math continues to be developed and modified to meet the changing
needs of our students. She is the perfect choice for this position as
she has taught at all levels from middle school mathematics to
university level mathematics.
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Wes Crumpler – Past-President
rcrumpler@tcc.edu
Wes is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Tidewater Community
College. He teaches courses primarily in developmental math,
precalculus, and calculus. He received a M.S. in Applied Mathematics
from Old Dominion University in 2000. Wes has 21 years of teaching
experience with 18 years at a community college. He has been actively
involved in course development, specifically developmental courses.
He wrote and was approved for a grant to improve student success in
calculus and has presented several times at regional and state-wide
VMATYC Conferences.

Michael Filsinger – President-Elect
FilsingerM@TNCC.EDU
Michael Filsinger is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics at
Thomas Nelson Community College, teaching courses in
Quantitative Reasoning, Precalculus, and Calculus. Michael has
over 20 years of college teaching experience, including five
years as the Chair of the Academic Foundations Mathematics
Department at Cincinnati State Technical and Community
College. He has been active in numerous professional
organizations, including the Ohio Association for
Developmental Education and AMATYC, and has served for the
past two years as the Membership Secretary for VMATYC and
as a Delegate for the Commonwealth of Virginia to AMATYC.

Dr. Christy Lowery-Carter – Vice President, Central Region
christy.carter@southside.edu
Dr. Christy Lowery-Carter is a Professor of Mathematics at Southside
Virginia Community College. She primarily teaches MTE courses, Math
154, Math 161, and Math 245. Dr. Lowery-Carter earned her Ed.D. and
Ed.S at Liberty University in Teaching and Learning, a MAT in
Mathematics Education from Averett University, and a BS in
Mathematics, Mathematical Decision Science, Accounting, and
Management Science from Averett University as well.
Dr. Lowery-Carter began her career teaching at Halifax County High
School and taught as an adjunct for SVCC in the evenings. She
transitioned to a full-time position at SVCC in 2006. Her heart lies in
preparing developmental mathematics students for their successful
transition to college-level mathematics courses.
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Julia Varbalow – Vice President, Eastern Region
varbalowj@TNCC.EDU
Julia received her Bachelor’s in Mathematics from
Skidmore College in Upstate NY and her Doctorate in
Mathematics from the University of Kentucky. She has
taught college maths since 1993 at four colleges,
including Thomas Nelson Community College since 2006.
Julia grew up in South Jersey and currently lives in York
County, VA with her spouse and two cats.

Matthew Westerhoff - Vice President: Northern Region
mwesterhoff@nvcc.edu
Matthew Westerhoff is currently an Associate Professor of Mathematics
at the Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA) and has been
teaching full time since fall of 2013. He received a M.S. in Mathematics
from the University of Texas and a M.S. in Computational Mathematics
from George Mason University. Before pursuing a full-time teaching
position, he has worked at the Naval Research Lab and the Naval Surface
Warfare Center in Dahlgren, Virginia as a mathematician and principal
investigator in EM theory propagation. As a full-time faculty member of
NOVA he has taught a wide variety of math courses ranging from
developmental to differential equations including honors calculus 1 and
2 courses. He has been an active member in VMATYC where he
presented at several conferences on the use of Maple software in a
calculus course, served as a mentor for the AMATYC Student Research League, and assisted in the
coordination and planning of the spring 2021 Northern and Eastern VMATYC regional conference.
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Travis Coake – Vice President, Western Region
tcoake@nr.edu
Travis is married to Kayla Coake, who also works at
NRCC, and they have 3 young children together. In
Education, Travis began college right here at NRCC
and transferred to UNCW for marine biology in the
mid 90’s. That degree was never completed because
he decided to double major in applied mathematics
and computer science from Radford University. He
completed his master’s degree in pure mathematics
in 2005 from East Tennessee State University with a
thesis titled “Predicting Secondary RNA Structures
found in Nature using Graph Theory.” Just as he was
beginning his PhD in aerospace at Virginia Tech, he was offered a position at NRCC as a full-time math
instructor in 2005. He has not earned his PhD yet but has been working at New River Community
College for the past 16 years. For the past couple of years, and in addition to teaching and all that
entails, he has spent the majority of his spare time writing an OER technical mathematics textbook that
NRCC currently uses for MTH 131. Several other colleges in the VCCS plan to use it as well beginning as
early as Fall 2022. He’ll be adding a few additional chapters to make the OER book accommodating for
other (similar) courses as well. Aside from his professional commitments, he enjoys working with
wood where he builds cabinets, furniture, and has built several houses in his past, but he hasn’t
tackled any projects that large in nearly 10 years.
Sherry Vaughan – Treasurer
VaughanS@tncc.edu
Sherry Vaughan is an Instructor of Mathematics at Thomas
Nelson Community College. She is a graduate of the VCCS,
receiving her A.S. in Science from Thomas Nelson Community
College in 2006. She received a B.S. in Mathematics from James
Madison University and an M.S. in Applied Mathematics from
University of Delaware. Sherry then returned to Thomas Nelson
where she spent three years as adjunct faculty and tutor,
before becoming full-time faculty in 2016. Sherry has served as
treasurer of VMATYC since 2017.
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Xavier Retnam – Recording Secretary
retnamx@centralvirginia.edu
Xavier Retnam is a Professor of Mathematics at Central
Virginia Community College since 2010. Before coming to
CVCC, he was a Professor of Mathematics at four-year
colleges for 18 years. He has a Ph.D. in Mathematics from the
University of Tennessee, and an M.E. degree from the
University of Virginia. His wife is an adjunct Professor of
Health at CVCC, and his son is a graduate student in
Biostatistics at Virginia Commonwealth University.

Aicha Mouloud – Membership Secretary
amouloud@nvcc.edu
Aicha has been teaching mathematics for almost three decades at
different levels and in different institutions: High school, university,
oil and gas institute and naval academy. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in partial differential equations and a master’s degree in
ordinary differential equations and dynamical systems and a PhD in
applied mathematics. She is a relatively new immigrant to the US
with a diverse cultural background acquired through her origins
and education. English is her third language with Arabic and
French. She has also lived in Canada where she completed her
PhD. Aicha joined NOVA Community College, Annandale Campus,
as an ESL student! The time she spend at NOVA as a student
helped her discover the US system of education from within. She enjoyed meeting with students from
very diverse backgrounds and ethnic origins. It was a great experience and she decided to stay at
NOVA Community College as soon as her English allowed her to. She always takes new challenges and
new experiences; they keep her upbeat! When she is not teaching, she enjoys spending time with her
family, hiking, swimming and cooking!

page 9 of 15

Cheryl Brindle – AMATYC Delegate
cbrindle@lfcc.edu
Cheryl is originally from Pittsburgh, so she is a Steelers and
Penguins fan! While her husband was active-duty Army for
22 years, she had the opportunity to teach in a variety of
college settings from Germany to Hawaii. After about 30
years of adjunct work, she accepted a full-time position at
the Fauquier campus of Lord Fairfax CC in 2011. She has
been at LFCC for over 10 years. Cheryl is currently the math
lead for the Fauquier campus. Outside of LFCC, she plays
hand bells in two choirs in the Warrenton/Nokesville area
and participates in a local prayer shawl ministry.
Jason Lachinet – Webmaster
jlachniet@vhcc.edu
Jason Lachniet has been teaching in the VCCS since 2007, first at Wytheville
Community College, and beginning in Spring 2021, at Virginia Highlands. He
began his study of mathematics at Grand Rapids Community College,
followed by Michigan State University, and eventually, graduate school at
East Tennessee State University, where he earned an M.S. in mathematics.
Jason served as the VMATYC Western Region VP from 2013 to 2021. In
recent years he has also been helping the webmaster with maintenance of
the website and is therefore familiar with the backend and design of the
site. If elected, he looks forward to remaining involved with VMATYC and
keeping the website up to date.

Ashley Pratt – Newsletter Editor
apratt@dslcc.edu
Ashley Pratt is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Dabney S.
Lancaster Community College. She earned her bachelor’s degree in
Mathematics from Longwood University and her master’s degree in
Teaching Mathematics at North Carolina State University. While
completing additional graduate coursework in mathematics, she
taught high school mathematics for 7 years prior to joining the DSLCC
faculty. She is currently a member of Cohort 16 of AMATYC’s Project
ACCCESS, a program for new faculty in two-year colleges. She is
interested in educational technology and how it can be used to
support active learning and promote a positive learning experience in
mathematics. She serves as the Chair of DSLCC’s Distance Learning
Committee and Mathematics Program Head.
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2021 AMATYC Conference Information
Cheryl Brindle (LFCC), AMATYC Delegate
CBrindle@lfcc.edu

The 2021 AMATYC conference is currently still schedule as an in-person conference at the Sheraton in
Phoenix, Arizona from October 28-31. The theme is: Fired up for Math. The conference registration is
open and more details posted on the conference website:
https://amatyc.org/general/custom.asp?page=2021ConfHome
Please check the website frequently for the latest information.
There will also be a virtual conference on November 5 and 6. It will include a few encore presentations
and some virtual-only presentations. The registration for the virtual days is included in the fee for the
in-person conference. The fee is $25 for AMATYC members to attend the virtual sessions who did not
register for the in-person conference. Please see the registration form on page 13 of the conference
mini program.

Looking ahead – the 2022 AMATYC conference will be on November 17-20, 2022 in Toronto, Canada.
Get those passports renewed now!
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Spring Regional Meeting Reports
Western Region Spring Meeting
Vice President Jason Lachniet
jlachniet@wcc.vccs.edu
The Western Region met on Friday, March 26 remotely via Zoom. Twelve VMATYC members and
guests were in attendance, representing four of the five colleges in the Western Region of VMATYC.
Barbara Manuel, Dean of Arts and Sciences at Virginia Highlands, opened the meeting. After brief
general announcements and discussion, the balance of the meeting was dedicated to a roundtable on
Direct Enrollment. Miranda Oaks, Lisa Henley, Ann Marie Trivette and other faculty from colleges
involved in the Fall 2020 direct enrollment pilot facilitated the discussion.

Northern and Eastern Spring Meeting
Vice President Matthew Westerhoff
mwesterhoff@nvcc.edu
Due to the lack of an Eastern Regional vice-president this year’s virtual meeting was a conjunction between the
Northern and Eastern regions. The conference took place on April 10th, 2021 and was sponsored by the Hawkes
Learning company. The conference started out with a warm welcome and opening by Robert Crumpler. There
were a variety of presentations on direct enrollment (including a roundtable discussion), the NOVA math
success center, software implementation in the classroom, pedagogy, soft skills for students. There was also a
presentation from a Calculus 2 honors NOVA student on the takeoff performance of an aircraft using calculus.
There was a total of 97 people who registered for the conference. We would like to thank the following speakers
who were able to present: Zachary Beamer, Hannah Carmen (honors student), Grace Cellucci, Wendi Dass,
Renee Eves, Sergio Maria-Fagundez, Laura Shevlin, Alison Thimblin, Teresa Overton. We also want to especially
thank Kayla Elkin from Hawkes Learning company for helping and providing the technical support.

Central Region Spring Meeting
Vice President Christy Lowery-Carter
christy.carter@southside.edu
The central region met Friday, March 26, 2021 via Zoom. We reviewed Hawkes materials for the MDE
classes and discussed student purchasing options with a Hawkes representative. We also discussed
with a phase one college their implementation of MDE courses and lessons learned. The meeting
concluded with a presentation of various technologies to utilize in online teaching and learning.
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AMATYC Student Research League
Matthew Westerhoff
mwesterhoff@nvcc.edu
“Students Selected as Top Finalists in the Mid-Atlantic Region for the AMATYC Student Research
League Competition”
The American Mathematical Association of Two-Year
Colleges (AMATYC) recently selected a team consisting
of two students at the Northern Virginia Community
College (NVCC) math department as top finalists in the
Mid-Atlantic Region for the AMATYC Student Research
League Competition. Meelod Waheed and Jhonn
Dalton Cardozo along with the team’s mentor
Professor Matthew Westerhoff represented the NVCC
(Manassas Campus) in the competition. The challenge
problem was to focus on creating a “Mission to Mars”
plan to satisfy food requirements using mathematical
modeling.
The students will be honored at this year’s 47th
AMATYC Annual conference happening in Phoenix,
Arizona. Complete details of the competition can be
found here: https://tinyurl.com/599xt298

Biography of Meelod Waheed:
Meelod Waheed is a first-generation Afghan-American
at Northern Virginia Community College (NVCC). He is
(Left to Right) Jhonn Brain Dalton Cardozo, Meelod
currently studying computer science, concentrating on
Waheed, and Associate Mathematics Professor
Machine Learning research and optimization. After
Matthew Westerhoff
NVCC, he hopes to transfer to a top-twenty four-year
university to continue pursuing Machine Learning and
eventually get into computer vision and creative artificial intelligence.
At NVCC, he currently serves as the President of the Phi Theta Kappa chapter, President of the STEAM
Club, President of the Cloud Computing Club, President of the Personal Finance Club, and President of
the Honors Club. He is also a part of numerous other clubs and organizations at NVCC.
During his time at NVCC, he has won numerous awards, including the SEAL Award, Presidential
Scholars, Dean’s List, and multiple scholarships. Namely, he was selected in Coca-Cola’s Leaders of
Promise Scholarship for his academic and leadership achievements. He has also won first place in the
2021 Spring Honors Symposium at NVCC, presenting his research on breaking down Machine Learning
and Artificial Intelligence optimization at an early university-friendly level.
Outside of school, he is the Head of Web Development and Design at The Caring Consultants. His role
involves designing and maintaining our website with AWS, increasing our online presence, and
editing/producing our podcast episodes. He is also working at NASA as a Software Engineer Intern.
After graduating from a four-year, he hopes to become a Machine Learning engineer and start his own
artificial intelligence firm.
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Biography of Jhonn Brain Dalton Cardozo:
Jhonn Brain Dalton Cardozo is an American-Bolivian who was born in Cochabamba. As a younger
enthusiast of science, he was self-taught math and physics since he did not go to college nor was he
homeschooled. In addition to the ambition of one day going to college, he enjoyed playing chess,
thereby, participating in many tournaments and even winning some gold medals. Inspired by his family
and personal aspirations, he got his GED and then applied to NOVA.
As a first-generation student, he managed to get involved in NOVA academics. Namely, he worked at
the Academic Success Center (ASC) in the math and science department at the beginning of his second
semester. Also, he got recognized as an honorary librarian for his contribution to raising awareness
regarding computer viruses. In his third semester, he was also hired in the English and composition
department at the ASC holding a writing assistant position. In addition to this, he also participated in
many math competitions winning some such as the Integration Bee at NOVA. In his last semester, he
was tutoring more than 90% of the classes he had taken.
Currently, he has gotten accepted into George Mason as a cybersecurity major. Even though he likes
cybersecurity, his dream is to one day get a doctorate in either physics or mathematics.
Treasurer’s Report
Sherry Vaughan
vaughans@tncc.edu
As of September 10, 2021, VMATYC has total assets of $45,139.76
$24,610.78 in checking
$9,390.85 in savings
$11,138.13 in the Scholarship Fund.
Membership Report
Michael Filsinger, Membership Secretary
FilsingerM@TNCC.EDU
As of September 10, 2021 VMATYC has 39 members. This is a decrease of 20 members since January,
as many memberships have expired on August 1 and have not yet renewed.
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VMATYC Campus Contacts
In order to help facilitate communication, the following people have agreed to be the local contact for VMATYC at
their school/campus. Please contact Ashley Pratt at apratt@dslcc.edu if there are any corrections to this list.
Western Region:
Mountain Empire
New River
Southwest Virginia
Virginia Highlands
Wytheville

–
–
–
–
–

Frank Wright fwright@me.vccs.edu
Ellen Oliver eoliver@nr.edu
Lisa Henley Lisa.Henley@sw.edu
Jason Lachniet jlachniet@vhcc.edu
Susan Evans sevans@wcc.vccs.edu

Northern Region:
Blue Ridge – Theresa Thomas thomast@brcc.edu
Germanna – Carrie Hibbs chibbs@germanna.edu
Lord Fairfax – Frank Borleske fborleske@lfcc.edu
NOVA Alexandria – Bruce Wahl bwahl@nvcc.edu
NOVA Annandale – Terry Krize tkrize@nvcc.edu
NOVA Loudoun – Michael Wallace mwallace@nvcc.edu
NOVA Manassas – Matthew Westerhoff mwesterhoff@nvcc.edu
NOVA Woodbridge – Camisha Parker cparker@nvcc.edu
Piedmont –
Central region:
Central VA
Dabney S. Lancaster
Danville
Patrick Henry
Southside VA
Virginia Western

–
–
–
–
–
–

Alison Moore moorea@cvcc.vccs.edu
Richard Watkins rwatkins@dslcc.edu
Mary Motley mmotley@dcc.vccs.edu
Chris Wikstrom cwikstrom@patrickhenry.edu
Christy Lowery-Carter christy.carter@southside.edu
Cristin Barrett cbarrett@virginiawestern.edu

Eastern Shore
John Tyler
Rappahannock
Reynolds
Thomas Nelson
Tidewater Chesapeake
Tidewater Norfolk
Tidewater Portsmouth
Tidewater Virginia Beach

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Bob Rhea rrhea@es.vccs.edu
Ken Williams kwilliams@jtcc.edu
Robert Parker rparker@rappahannock.edu
James Wolfe JWolfle@reynolds.edu
Sherry Vaughan vaughans@tncc.edu
David French dfrench@tcc.edu
Dick Gill rgill@tcc.edu
Adam Becker abecker@tcc.edu
Mike Kirby mkirby@tcc.edu

Eastern Region:

Northern
Region

Eastern Region
Western Region

Central Region
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