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Notes from the President

Theresa Thomas
ThomasT@brcc.edu

Dear VMATYC and newsletter readers,

Well, what a ride the fall semester was. Trying to get back into the
swing of things during this pandemic has been quite a challenge.
BRCC went back to full schedule with many more options of
instruction for students. We now have, hybrid, face-to-face,
virtual and hyflex. Our ways to teach sound like options to buy a
car!! Coming out of the confusion, | have decided to live in face-
to-face land. | seem to do best on campus in the trenches with our
students.

We were all set to have our fall biannual conference in person; however, we were forced to once again
go online. Another casualty of the ongoing pandemic. It was a well-attended, successful event with the
help of Hawkes publishing. Stay tuned for the archived event to be posted online if you missed it.
Spring meetings are in full plan mode with most being online but if you’d like to see your colleagues in
person, New Horizons has been announced and will be held in person, in early April in Roanoke. So,
check it out on our VCCS Professional Development page. Also, there is news that our fall VCCS peer
group will be in Norfolk in November 2022. Stay tuned for details as it gets closer.

Any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Happy teaching,

Theresa “T2" Thomas

2022 STEM Peer Group Meeting

We are still awaiting more details, but save the date!
The meeting will take place at the Norfolk Marriott, November 28"-29t", 2022.
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Glenn Fox VMATYC Mathematics and Computer Science Scholarship
Report

Wes Crumpler
rcrumpler@tcc.edu

The VMATYC Glenn Fox memorial Mathematics and Computer Science Scholarship Committee is
seeking qualified applicants for the 2022 — 2023 academic year. The recipient of the scholarship
receives $500 each semester for one academic year. The $500 is distributed directly to the student, as
opposed to other scholarships that are sent directly to the school, to be used to support them on their

educational journey.
To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants must:

1. Intend to major in mathematics, computer science, or mathematics education and
demonstrate potential for success in any of these areas.

2. Demonstrate ability, determination, and motivation necessary for successful academic
performance.

3. Have completed at least 12 semester hours of college-level courses, including 3 hours of
transfer mathematics at a Virginia community college, by the end of the spring semester with a
GPA of 3.2 or higher.

4. Continue for two semesters (fall-spring of the award year) at a Virginia community college and
enroll in at least 6 semester hours of college-level courses, including a transfer-level
mathematics course, for each semester the scholarship is received.

The application is available online at http://vmatyc.org/fox-scholarship/. Applicants complete the
online application and upload the required documents:

1. An unofficial transcript
2. At least two letters of recommendation
a. Aletter from your sponsoring faculty member (must be a current VMATYC member)
b. Aletter from another member of your community college, or from a member of the
community (not a family member)

COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKETS are due no later than June 17, 2022. A committee composed of the
VMATYC past president and a representative from each region will review the applications and award
the scholarship by July 1, 2022.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Wes Crumpler at rcrumpler@tcc.edu.
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2021 VMATYC Fall Conference Report

Wes Crumpler
rcrumpler@tcc.edu

The 2021 VMATYC Fall Conference was hosted by Hawkes Learning and held virtually on October 22 —
23 via Zoom. The conference began at noon on Friday with a keynote from Dr. David Urso, Academic
Dean and Psychology faculty at BRCC, titled “Challenge 2025 — Teaching with Impact”. Dr. Urso gave an
engaging talk about the changing needs of students today, post-pandemic, and what we as faculty can
do to meet those needs. There were many diverse presentations from faculty and vendors across the
state that were held in concurrent sessions on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning with the
conference ending at noon on Saturday. The presentations included co-requisite courses, technology
in the classroom, OER, pedagogies, and more. On Saturday morning, prior to the start of the sessions,
we held our annual VMATYC business meeting and introduced and welcomed the new VMATYC
Executive Board members for the 2021 — 2023 term.

On behalf of the VMATYC Executive Board, | would like to thank Hawkes Learning for hosting our
conference as well as our presenters for making this an engaging and dynamic conference that was
well received.

Student Research League

The deadline for registering teams for the AMATYC Student Research League competition is coming up. This
year's Challenge Problem will focus on the “Emerging Shift to Electric Vehicles.” All applications must be
completed and submitted by March 14th to be eligible for the competition this year. If you want to change

the student members of your team, you may sign back into your registration and make changes through March
17th. After that date, no changes can be made.

Please consider becoming a Faculty Mentor and introducing your students to a new level of mathematical
problem solving and research. The competition runs from March 18-April 4th this year.

Check out the SRL webpage, by clicking here, for all of the details on eligibility, registration, and prizes and then
get your team registered by the March 14th deadline. Please also join the SRL Community on my.amatyc.org
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Project ACCCESS Program

Ashley Pratt /Y\ AMATYC
apratt@dslcc.edu
e \/ ‘ \_/ Project ACCCESS

Advancing Community College Careers:
Education, Scholarship, and Service

Applications for Cohort 18 of Project ACCCESS are live on the AMATYC website!

If you are not familiar with Project ACCCESS, it is a fantastic way for newer faculty to get
involved with the national AMATYC community, build networks with other early career faculty,
and get professional development focused on the needs of new faculty. | am now officially
ACCCESS alum, having completed my program as a member of Cohort 16 at the AMATYC 2021
conference. The two-year (unless you are part of Cohort 16 and had a worldwide pandemic
during your program that spanned three years!) program was an incredible opportunity and
has provided me with connections across the country with whom | communicate almost
monthly. | made so many connections and grew professionally through this experience. If you
know anyone eligible (see details below), have them reach out to me with any questions and

apply!

Faculty teaching mathematics at a community or technical college or other associate degree-
granting institutions may apply provided:

e They have a master's degree or higher in mathematics, mathematics education or other
related field with significant coursework in graduate-level mathematics, and

e The upcoming academic year will be the first, second, third, or fourth year of their first
full-time, renewable position. (Note: Contracts for the current position should begin Fall
term, 2019 or later.) Adjunct, part-time and full-time temporary faculty are ineligible. It
is expected that most participants will be recent graduates with master's or doctoral
degrees, or adjunct faculty members who have moved into full-time positions.

If you have new faculty at your institution, this is a great opportunity for them so please let
them know. The information is available at Project ACCCESS and if you or they have any

guestions at all, please email LFeinman@ccbcmd.edu.

Applications are due by May 15th.
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AMATYC 2021 Conference Report

Cheryl Brindle, LFCC
cbrindle@|fcc.edu

SARED _Up The 47th AMATYC Annual Conference was held in Phoenix, AZ
from October 28-31, 2021. Attendance was lower than in

previous years (except for 2020 when all sessions were virtual)
with about 500 participants. The conference theme was: Fired up
for Math. You can access the keynotes and other resources at:
https://amatyc.org/page/2021ConfProc

A M ATV@ The first Keynote presentation, “NASA Psyche Mission: Journey to

(I)‘u X |

a Metallic World,” was given by Lindy Elkins-Tanton. She
explained her involvement in the project. The NASA mission is to orbit the Psyche Asteroid by 2026.
This asteroid orbiting the sun between Mars and Jupiter. Scientists will have the opportunity to study
this metallic-rich body. Here is the link to the NASA website:
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/missions/psyche

The second Keynote presentation was given by Talithia Williams, entitled “Power in Numbers:
Unveiling Hidden Figures.” Dr. Williams has a Ph.D. in Statistics. Her passion is helping women of color
achieve success in the fields of mathematics and statistics. Her talk was entertaining and insightful. She
talked about her early struggled in algebra, but how a sensitive teacher encouraged her to persevere
Check out her Ted Talk on “Owning Your Body’s Data.:

https://www.ted.com/talks/talithia williams own your body s data?language=en

| was not able to attend the in-person conference in Phoenix. | was pleased that the conference
organizers included a virtual conference on November 6, 2021. | attended several interesting
presentations. Here is a brief summary of a few of the presentation | attended.

e K-12 Statistics and Data Science: The presenters discussed the GAISE Il Report, which is similar
to the one for colleges. They emphasized the need to analyze categorical data since most of
real-life data fall into this category.

e TILT Project — Transparency in Learning and Teaching. Carrie Muir talked about having an
explicit purpose, tasks, and success criteria for assignments. She encouraged us to think about
whether an assignment was relevant to students’ lives. Check out her resources:
https://tilthighered.com/

e Developing Statistical Thinking in a Social Justice System: Mark Early encouraged us to use

graphs instead of data and incorporate social justice data sets into course. One suggestion was
to have students make up a story to go along with a graph. This allows each student to include
their personal interests and background.

e Fired up About Academic Integrity: Julie Gunkelman presents a variety of methods we can
employ to prevent cheating. These include: let the students know what you think about

page 6 of 9



cheating; prepare the students in advance so they are less likely to cheat, add an honor
guestion at the beginning of the assessment, and decrease weight of exams by increasing the
number of other assessments.
| attended the virtual Delegate meeting held on November 6. We reviewed and passed several position
statements. These can be accessed at:
https://amatyc.org/search/all.asp?c=&bst=2021+position+statements

The three that were discussed were:
e The Academic Preparation of faculty Teaching Mathematics in the First Two Years of College
o Course Materials for teaching and Learning Mathematics
e Proctored Testing
Save the Date!
The 48™ Annual AMATYC Conference will be held in
Toronto from November 17-20, 2022. Yes, you
need a passport to enter Canada, so get it renewed

now. Currently, the processing time for routine

passports is between 8-11 weeks. The theme is:

You're Welcome! Check out the conference link:

https://amatyc.org/page/2022ConfHome

TORWNTO

ou e Welcome!

Spring Regional Meeting Information

Western Region Spring Meeting
Vice President Travis Coake

Region Meeting Information details pending.

Northern and Eastern Spring Meeting
Vice President Matthew Westerhoff
mwesterhoff@nvcc.edu

Details are still pending, but the spring regional meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 2. More
information will be coming soon.

Central Region Spring Meeting
Vice President Christy Lowery-Carter
christy.carter@southside.edu

The central region of VMATYC will meet on Friday, March 25, 2022 from 9-12 via Zoom. A
registration link will be posted soon on the VMATYC website for enrollment. We look forward to
our conversation as we drive deeper in the teaching and learning of MDE courses.
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Treasurer’s Report

Sherry Vaughan
vaughans@tncc.edu

As of September 10, 2021, VMATYC has total assets of $45,139.76

$24,610.78 in checking
$9,390.85 in savings
$11,138.13 in the Scholarship Fund.

Membership Report

Aicha Mouloud, Membership Secretary
amouloud@nvcc.edu

As of February 8, 2022, VMATYC has 57 members. This represents an increase of eighteen members
since our last executive meeting.
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VMATYC Campus Contacts

In order to help facilitate communication, the following people have agreed to be the local contact for VMATYC at
their school/campus. Please contact Ashley Pratt at apratt@dslcc.edu if there are any corrections to this list.

Western Region:
Mountain Empire — Frank Wright fwright@me.vccs.edu
New River — Ellen Oliver eoliver@nr.edu
Southwest Virginia — Lisa Henley Lisa.Henley@sw.edu
Virginia Highlands — Jason Lachniet jlachniet@vhcc.edu
Woytheville — Susan Evans sevans@wcc.vccs.edu

Northern Region:
Blue Ridge — Theresa Thomas thomast@brcc.edu
Germanna — Carrie Hibbs chibbs@germanna.edu
Lord Fairfax — Frank Borleske fborleske@Ifcc.edu
NOVA Alexandria — Bruce Wahl bwahl@nvcc.edu
NOVA Annandale — Terry Krize tkrize@nvcc.edu
NOVA Loudoun — Michael Wallace mwallace@nvcc.edu
NOVA Manassas — Matthew Westerhoff mwesterhoff@nvcc.edu
NOVA Woodbridge — Camisha Parker cparker@nvcc.edu
Piedmont

Central region:
Central VA — Alison Moore moorea@cvcc.vces.edu
Dabney S. Lancaster — Richard Watkins rwatkins@dslcc.edu
Danville — Mary Motley mmotley@dcc.vccs.edu
Patrick Henry — Chris Wikstrom cwikstrom@patrickhenry.edu
Southside VA — Christy Lowery-Carter christy.carter@southside.edu
Virginia Western — Cristin Barrett cbarrett@virginiawestern.edu

Eastern Region:
Eastern Shore — Bob Rhea rrhea@es.vccs.edu
John Tyler Ken Williams kwilliams@jtcc.edu
Rappahannock Robert Parker rparker@rappahannock.edu
Reynolds — James Wolfe JWolfle@reynolds.edu
Thomas Nelson — Sherry Vaughan vaughans@tncc.edu
Tidewater Chesapeake — David French dfrench@tcc.edu
Tidewater Norfolk Dick Gill rgill@tcc.edu
Tidewater Portsmouth Adam Becker abecker@tcc.edu
Tidewater Virginia Beach — Mike Kirby mkirby@tcc.edu

Y Northern
vina tyc

Region

\

Eastern Region
Western Region

Central Region
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